
MURRAY CITY-SCHOOL COORDINATING COUNCIL  
MINUTES 

 
The Murray City School Coordinating Council met on Thursday, October 8th, 2015 in the Murray City 
Center, Conference Room #107, 5025 South State Street, Murray, Utah. 
 
Board Members Present: 
 

Murray City School Board 
Diane Turner – Chair Mitzi Huff– Vice Chair 
Blair Camp Marge Tuckett 
Jim Brass Belinda Johnson 
Brett Hales Cris Longhurst 
Dave Nicponski Kami Anderson 

 
  
Others Present: 
 

Doug Hill Dr. Steve Hirase 
Jan Wells Richard Reese 
Janet Towers Tim Tingey 
Kellie Challburg Craig Burnett 
D. Wright  

 
 
Welcome – Approval of Minutes 
 
Ms. Turner welcomed everyone to the Murray City School Coordinating Council meeting. She asked for 
approval of the minutes on April 16, 2015. Mr. Nicponski moved approval. Ms.  Huff seconded the 
motion. All were in favor. 
 
Update on Candidates for City Elections- Diane Turner 
 
Ms. Turner stated that the candidates running for District 1 are:  
 
Dave Nicponski and Tiffany Doncouse. Mr. Nicponski is running for his second term. He has served as 
Vice Chair for the Budget & Finance Committee, and currently serves on the Capital Improvement 
Program committee. Ms. Doncouse founded Kids in Mind, a network that brings awareness to mental 
health issues in children.  She currently serves as Legislative Chair for House District 35.  
 
In District 3, Mr. Brass is running unopposed for his fourth term. 
 
The candidates in District 5 are: 
 
Brett Hales and Hal Ryan Johnson. Mr. Hales is running for his second term. He has served as Council 
Chair, RDA Vice-Chair, and on the Capital Improvement Program committee. Hal Ryan Johnson has a 
background in project development and transportation planning. 
 
Ms. Turner noted that there were only two candidate profiles listed on the Vote Utah website, Mr. 
Nicponski and Mr. Hales.  
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Economic Development Update – Tim Tingey  
 
Mr. Tingey noted that Dillard’s had their grand opening on August 12th. He commented that it is a great 
facility. New stores at Fashion Place that have recently opened are Sperry Topsider, an outdoor 
shoe/apparel store, Ivivva, an exercise apparel store, Nakedology, a make-up store, and T-Mobile. 
 
Stores that are coming soon are: GNC, American Girl pop-up store, and a restaurant named Lua.  
 
The demolition process has begun at the old Dillard’s to make room for the new Macy’s.  The new 
Macy’s will be relocated further north to create 80,000 square feet of additional mall space, which 
includes 50,000 square feet of leasable space.  Mr. Nicponski asked if parking had been addressed. Mr. 
Tingey replied that it had. The Macy’s will be a two story, 160,000 square feet building. Construction will 
begin in early 2016, with a completion goal of March 2017. Mr. Nicponski asked the square footage of 
the Dillard’s. Mr. Tingey answered approximately 200,000 square feet.  
 
A new Starbucks on State Street opened in June. A certificate of occupancy has been issued for Chipotle. 
He noted that all of the approvals have been given for Chipotle to open. 
 
A Planet Fitness has been approved to open adjacent to the Goodwill Store on State Street. 
 
Plans are under way for a Zupas Restaurant to open in the area north of Best Buy on State Street. Zupas 
will likely open next spring/summer.  
 
The Medical Clinic at Tosh is under construction and will be an 80,000 square foot building. He showed 
some photos of the building. 
 
The Fireclay area has some projects that are most likely moving forward. Recently, the City Council 
modified the TOD (Transit oriented development) Ordinance to require commercial development on 
lower levels on arterial areas. Any new development has to be a true mixed use requiring commercial on 
the lower level.  
 
He added that there are some upcoming projects that do not have official plans yet, but are going 
through the site plan process. One project is 175 apartments and includes a parking structure.  
 
Another project is on a site that has been a problem as far as transients and crime, is proposed to be an 
assisted living building of approximately 56,000 square feet. In conjunction, there would also be a senior 
housing building with 54 units.  
 
There is another project on Fireclay and Main Street in the preliminary stages, which would include a 
skilled nursing facility with approximately 7,000 square feet of retail space.  
 
The Birkhill Apartments phase two is complete, with 65 living units, and phase three of 105 units is 
currently under construction, and is anticipated to be complete next spring. It will be followed by 
another phase of 50,000 square feet of commercial.  
 



 
Murray City School Coordinating Council 
October 8, 2015 
  Page 3 
 
The RDA agency is reviewing a proposal on a pre-development agreement for a mixed use commercial 
project on some land which is a gateway to Fireclay, currently owned by the County.  
 
The TNT gun range located on Commerce Drive is under construction. It has been a slow process due to 
the required deep digging because it is a skeet shooting range.  
 
The first phase of the Security National Building is currently in plan review. The location is on 5300 South 
directly west of the freeway. The first phase will be 200,000 square feet of commercial office space. It is 
a multi-phase project consisting of seven acres, and potentially 700,000-800,000 square feet of office 
space. Mr. Nicponski asked it if would displace the Taco Time located there. Mr. Tingey replied that 
eventually it would.  
 
The property north east of the new School District offices is zoned as a mixed use zoning, which is 
residential with a commercial requirement.  The requirement is that 75% of the lower level space has to 
be commercial, or the equivalent of square footage of commercial built in the project. It has been an 
issue with some developers that want to come in with full residential projects. A developer received 
approval months ago, but he has not heard back on time frames or any possible changes. 
 
Ms. Johnson stated that the School Board wanted that area to be discussed at the meeting, because 
they have concerns about the two elementary schools that are located in the area. Those two specific 
elementary schools are at maximum capacity. She noted that there are so many kids in apartment 
buildings that are in and out and swamping the schools. The first grade at Parkside gained seven kids 
each in all three classes that they did not know were coming. The classes are at 29 kids, which is way 
above the District goals of pupil count.  She said the apartment kids are transient and do not know to 
register early, so the District is blindsided. She added that there are concerns with the number of 
apartments being built in the City. 
 
Salt Lake County and Utah County both have a market for apartment buildings, noted Mr. Tingey. He 
replied that he has looked at studies and attended conferences which also collaborate the change in 
funding for commercial projects. He added that the market is consistent with national studies.  
 
Murray City has areas that are zoned for apartments, including the area by the District offices. He said 
the City is not out recruiting apartment space but apartments are allowed in that area. Ms. Johnson 
stated that she had heard that the zoning was changed in that area. Mr. Tingey said that a zone change 
was done three or four years ago in that area. He noted that there are not any further plans currently 
for zone changes but there are areas in the downtown area, and TOD areas that allow multi- family 
residential.  Ms. Longhurst asked if Murray was following a national trend. Mr. Tingey replied that 
currently developers can get financing easier for these projects. It isn’t just a Murray issue, and the 
demand for multi-family residential is huge in the Salt Lake area, as well as the country. Ms. Longhurst 
stated that it doesn’t help solve the School District problems. Ms. Johnson stated that she is aware that 
the District may need to make adjustments or change boundaries due to the issue, which is never an 
easy thing to do. She stated that the District loves the children, but they are a difficult group to service. 
 
Mr. Brass reiterated that the City does not recruit apartments, and they are sometimes difficult for the 
City also. The cost of services provided versus incoming property tax dollars is not very high. Ms. 
Longhurst asked why the City keeps approving apartments. Mr. Brass replied that the City cannot not 
approve them if the property is zoned that way. It would be a Federal violation to deny them, he 
commented. Mr. Tingey remarked that the City can approve how they are built and if they meet the 
zoning requirements. He said if the City tried to stop the development in an allowed use area, it would 
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result in a lawsuit.  The comment was made that the Trax line coming through was the action that 
required some zoning changes.  Mr. Brass noted that there were significant utility relocation issues on 
the property, yet to be resolved. Mr. Tingey said there was possibly over a million dollars in public issues 
including relocations of power lines, and right of ways to be addressed. 
 
Ms. Johnson said part of the frustration was that initially the Fireclay area was going to be a 
condominium development, and changed to apartments. She said she was aware it changed due to 
unforeseen economic conditions, but it has created unforeseen challenges from that area. Mr. Tingey 
replied that the first project there was owner occupied. Mr. Nicponski asked if this project on Vine 
Street would be condominiums. Mr. Tingey replied that it is his understanding it would be apartments, 
not condominiums.  
 
Mr. Brass said there have been many nice commercial projects proposed that did not get financing, but 
apartment buildings usually are not denied. Mr. Tingey agreed and said the tax base was higher on 
commercial projects.  
 
The City Center District had an RFQ (Request for Qualifications) done and the City is currently in 
negotiations with a developer.  The project would include a City Hall, there is not a specific site chosen 
yet. The agreement will probably come to the City Council and Redevelopment Agency within three to 
four weeks.  The City Hall would be part of the plans implemented for development of this area.  
 
Ms. Longhurst said she believes she is on the RDA committee and would like to be notified of any 
meetings. Mr. Tingey replied that was correct, and it was called the Taxing Entity Committee and they 
only meet when there is a specific project involving the taxing entity. He said that it is likely there will be 
some meetings in the future, especially considering the ore sampling site. He noted that state law 
changed and that the committee is no longer required to meet once a year, simply to provide 
documentation. He told Ms. Longhurst she would be notified of any meetings, and has spoken with Dr. 
Hirase about facilitating development in this area and future discussions with the School Board.  
 
The ore sampling site located near Cottonwood Street and the freeway overpass, is being reviewed for a 
community development area. The RDA agency approved a resolution to move forward with the project 
in the area. There is no specific developer chosen for the site, but there has been recent interest. Ms. 
Huff said she believes this is a true RDA area project, unlike the Shopko. Mr. Tingey replied that Shopko 
was not located in an RDA area, but is aware that they wanted to be.  
 
Police Report- Chief Burnett  
 
Chief Burnett stated that it is still early in the school year, but things are going very well. There has been 
a very low number of incidents in the Murray schools. He said officers have had to spend more time 
recently at Cottonwood High with some of its challenges.  
 
The tobacco issues are still there, mainly e-cigarettes. He noted that the kids and sometimes parents, 
aren’t aware that e-cigarettes are just as illegal as regular cigarettes. Education has been done on that 
issue. Mr. Hales agreed that he often sees kids smoking e-cigarettes out in the open, seemingly unaware 
that they are illegal.  
 
Chief Burnett said there have been very few drug arrests. The drug of choice is still marijuana, as it has 
been for a long time.  
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There are some harassment issues with social media, including Instagram, Twitter, etc. There was a 
recent issue at Murray High with a video that a couple made being distributed around the school. He 
commented that the best way to not be offended that a video is being shown, is not to make 
embarrassing videos. He said education regarding social media is given to the students, but sometimes 
they choose to ignore it.  
 
Ms. Johnson said she has heard that some parents are sending their kids to Cottonwood High because 
Murray has more problems than Cottonwood. Chief Burnett replied that so far this year, Murray High 
has had two drug arrests, two vehicle burglaries, and one theft of a smart phone. He said it has been 
pretty minimal. Cottonwood High has had 23 arrests for misdemeanor drugs, tobacco and violent act 
arrests. He clarified that this wasn’t an indictment against Cottonwood High, it was just the facts so far 
this year. Currently, the police involvement is less at Murray High than Cottonwood High.  
 
Ms. Huff remarked that sometimes problems are created when kids are not attending their 
neighborhood schools. Chief Burnett said that kids are bussed to Cottonwood from the west side, but it 
is their boundary.  Cottonwood High takes in the kids that used to go to Granite High. Cottonwood has 
students from all different income levels, and involves three separate schools there, including Ames, and 
Granite Peaks.  
 
He stated that most of the elementary schools in Murray District have had little or no police 
involvement. Parkside and Horizon have had minor issues. 
 
Mayor’s Report- Mayor Ted Eyre 
 
Ms. Wells stated that the Mayor was out of town to receive a National Water Sense Partner award and 
not able to attend. She provided a written report from the Mayor that is attached at the end of the 
minutes. 
 
School District Report- Dr. Hirase 
 
Dr. Hirase added to Chief Burnett’s report. He said there was a recent incident at Hillcrest Jr. High and 
Principal Covington was looking out her window and noticed three of her students lighting up near the 
parking garage. She called the School Resource Officer and those students were caught smoking the 
drug of choice. He commented that the administration can really see what the students are doing out 
the new large windows.  
 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) education is widely discussed. Approximately 
four years ago, the State Legislature funded STEM education and created a STEM Council for the State. 
The thought was that this group could push out STEM education initiatives to the schools. He 
commented that not too many things have been applicable on the District Level.  
 
A decision was made to create a Murray STEM Council. Murray is in a unique position with IMC, TOSH, 
and many businesses that support STEM learning and opportunities. He has met with Representative 
Cutler and a person from the State STEM Council and alerted them of the plan to create a Murray STEM 
Council. The purpose of the Council would be to bring some of those supporting businesses together 
with District staff to help understand the skills that the students need to have as they leave Murray 
High. The committee is in the process of being organized and he would like to have a representative of 
the City to be on the Council. He said he would make a request for either a council member or employee 
to serve on the Council. Mr. Nicponski asked if a budget was required for the committee. Dr. Hirase 



 
Murray City School Coordinating Council 
October 8, 2015 
  Page 6 
 
replied that it was not.  The hope is that this group of individuals could give direction on restructuring 
certain programs. The supporting businesses could potentially allow students into the businesses for 
learning opportunities, and support school programs. Mr. Nicponski asked if the businesses had to be 
from Murray, or if ATK was a possibility. Dr. Hirase noted that any connections from the council 
members would be welcomed. Ms. Huff said credit unions or any business that could potentially be 
future employment for the kids would be wonderful.  
 
Students are in session at Hillcrest Junior and the project is primarily complete with one exception, 
which is the consolidation of the wells and adding a pump. The project was supposed to be underway a 
few weeks ago, but the report is that water drillers work at their own pace and would hopefully begin 
work soon.  
 
The old Hillcrest property has come down and the site work would be completed at the beginning of 
December. There was a power line that went to the seminary building and the actual line ran through a 
concrete floor, which created some additional work. There is an RFP (Request for Proposals) out for the 
development of that property and the RFP closes shortly.  He said he would keep the council informed 
as that project moves forward.  
 
The maintenance and transportation departments have moved into the space on 3rd West. The 
Technology Warehouse building is nearly completed and those services would be moved over by the 
beginning of November. District Office personnel would move in the first part of December.  
 
There are still programs running through the old Creekside building. The Greater Salt Lake Boys & Girls 
Club is renting space for their office staff. A lease agreement would be signed that would go to the end 
of the year, and possibly longer.  He added that the additional adults in the building create a much safer 
environment for those existing programs.  
 
Dr. Hirase showed a revised School District History book that was updated to commemorate Hillcrest 
Junior High. Council members commented that they had received them in the mail and they were very 
nice.  
 
Other Items 
 
Chairman Camp said that recently he was made aware of an issue regarding students that live south of 
Winchester between State Street and the TRAX near Liberty Elementary. He believes there is a 
legitimate safety concern for the kids walking on roads without sidewalks, particularly Jefferson Street. 
He has been told that the School District would not be bussing the students after this year and asked if 
the City could do anything to mitigate that danger.  
 
Dr. Hirase replied that the information was correct. He commented that the bus stop isn’t on Jefferson, 
so the kids previously had to walk down Jefferson Street. Ms. Huff said that she and others walked the 
neighborhood to determine the level of danger. The day she walked down was garbage day as well, and 
garbage cans were in the street, causing the kids to walk around them, and one of the parents drove 
down the street at 25 mph.  She remarked it seemed like the car was driving very fast. One suggestion 
was to have painted lines on the street, similar to a bicycle lane, to remind the children where they 
should be walking. Ms. Huff said that apparently this specific neighborhood chose not to have sidewalks. 
She noted that some houses on the street have sidewalks and some do not. She agreed it was a 
problem. 
 



 
Murray City School Coordinating Council 
October 8, 2015 
  Page 7 
 
Ms. Johnson asked Dr. Hirase to give a background on why the decision was made to stop bussing 
students in that area. Dr. Hirase said he isn’t certain why bussing was initially provided in the Liberty 
area. He said the District has provided busses to the north and the south of Liberty Elementary.  
 
Dr. Hirase said the school district does not get reimbursed for providing transportation for routes that 
are closer than a mile and a half from the school. He stated that there were two areas in the District that 
received transportation which was closer than the mile and a half requirement. The area north of Liberty 
was discontinued a year ago, and the plan is to eliminate the additional bus to the south area this year.  
 
There is also an area near Viewmont that previously received transportation. At one time, that area was 
designated to go to Liberty Elementary, which was well beyond the mile and a half requirement. When 
Viewmont had vacancy for the students, many parents didn’t want to make the move. The Board agreed 
to provide transportation for a period of ten years to Viewmont Elementary. It has been a lot longer 
than ten years, so the decision was made to discontinue bussing the students. 
 
The funding the School District receives is significantly lower than in the past. In 2015, the School District 
received $2.3 million less than in 2008.  There have been many cuts made, including non-funded bus 
areas. Chairman Camp asked if all the bus routes going forward would be funded. Dr. Hirase replied that 
was correct, but added not funded at 100%.  
 
Ms. Johnson said the decision was made due to funding, but they are aware of the challenges in the 
area. Dr. Hirase added that the District is looking into other options. For example, on any of the routes, 
one additional non- qualifying bus stop could be made and still receive reimbursement for the route. 
 
He noted that there are a number of Special Education busses that run through the area. Special 
Education busses change pick-ups and routes quite frequently, so that is a concern, he added. Ms. Huff 
stated that it is a difficult issue because parents from Fireclay are upset because their children are 
walking through dangerous traffic areas also. Dr. Hirase noted that it is a two mile requirement for 
secondary schools and many kids walk through traffic to Hillcrest Junior and Murray High.  
 
Chairman Camp stated that he would be happy to be involved and help in finding solutions to the 
problem. Dr. Hirase said that he has talked to a number of individuals and asked them to contact their 
Legislators abut providing additional transportation funds.  
 
Ms. Huff asked if the reason behind not having sidewalks and curb and gutter was a financial choice by 
the homeowner. She asked if the City could subsidize the cost to get sidewalks installed. Ms. Johnson 
noted that sidewalks were just installed on Kenwood and the home owners didn’t really have options. 
Ms. Longhurst clarified that Kenwood wasn’t wide enough to have sidewalks installed, and it was only 
curb and gutter.  
 
Mr. Tingey said that a local improvement district could be looked into that allows the property owners 
to do the improvements. The City can then make the improvements and charge the homeowners with 
an assessment. He noted that the Traffic Safety committee is looking into all the options. The best 
mechanism for installing sidewalks would be a local improvement district; the homeowner would still 
pay, but the cost is spread over time.  
 
Chairman Camp noted that he just received the call from the resident that day, and appreciated the 
background on the area. Ms. Turner suggested putting the topic on a future agenda. Ms. Johnson said 
they are also evaluating a school zone and crossing guards in the area. Dr. Hirase offered to supply any 
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needed information. Chairman Camp said he would like to see the cost of a bus versus the cost of 
staffing the crosswalks. Dr. Hirase asked Mr. Reese the cost of the bus route. Mr. Reese replied he 
believes it was close to $30,000. Ms. Huff added that it is also an issue of equity and the School Board 
cannot pick and choose the areas that receive transportation. Mr. Reese stated that currently the State 
funding covers about 50% of the transportation costs, and noted that it is a financial burden on the 
District. Dr. Hirase noted that he still hears from residents in the area and that they are brainstorming to 
come up with solutions to the problem.  
 
Election of Officers for 2016 and Proposed Meeting Dates- Diane Turner 
 
Ms. Turner stated that it is time for new officers to be appointed for 2016. Ms. Johnson nominated Ms. 
Longhurst to be the Chair of the committee. Ms. Huff seconded the motion. All were in favor.  
 
Ms. Turner noted that a Vice-Chair was needed from the City Council. Ms. Huff nominated Mr. Camp to 
be the Vice-Chair. Mr. Hales seconded the motion. All were in favor.   
 
Ms. Turner said the next proposed meeting date would be January 14, 2016. She suggested giving any 
agenda items to the new Chairperson.  
 
Ms. Turner adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
       Kellie Challburg 
       Council Office Administrator II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 












